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Measurement of clearance and creepage distances according to VDE / IEC and UL

Design of clearance and creepage distances
in electrical equipment

General:

Since April 1997 the sising of
clearance and creepage distances has
been covered by DIN VDE 0110 part 1
“Insulation coordination for electrical
equipment in low-voltage systems”.

DIN VDE 0110 part 1 contains the
modified edition of IEC Report 664-1
(see also IEC 664-1/0Oct 1992). The
design data resulting from these
provisions is - if applicable - specified
in this catalogue for each product.

Table 1: Rated impulse withstand voltages for electrical equipment

Rated voltage of power Rated impulse withstand voltage in kV
supply system*) in V
Three-phase Single-phase Electrical equi Electrical equi Electrical equipment | Specially protected
systems systems with at the supply point as part of the to be connected to the | electrical equipment
neutral point of the installation permanent installation | permanent installation
(Overvoltage (Overvoltage (Overvoltage (Overvoltage
category IV) category Ill) category Il) category I)
120 to 240 4,00 2,50 1,50 0,80
230/400
277/480 6,00 4,00 2,50 1,50
400/690 8,00 6,00 4,00 2,50
1000 Values depend on the particular project or, if no values are available, the values ahove for
400/690 V can be used.
*)to IEC 38
Category | is valid for specially rated equipment.
Category Il is valid for technical ible for electrical specified for to the mains power supply.

Category lll is valid for technical committees responsible for installation materials, and for some specific technical committees.

Category IV is valid for power supply companies and particular projects.

Table 2a: Minimum clearances to VDE 0110-1/Apr 1997

Rated Minimum clearance distances in mm for sites up to 2000 m above sea level
impulse Case A (inf us field) Case B (homogeneous field)
withstand Pollution severity Pollution severity
volt. in KV 1 2 1) 3 4 1 2 1) 3 4
0,33 0,01 0,01
0,40 0,02 0,10 0,02 0,10
0,50 0,04 0,20 0,04
0,60 0,06 0,12 080 0,06 0,20 0,12
0,80 0,10 ' 160 0,10
1,00 0,15 0,20 ' 0,15 0,20 0,80
1,20 0,25 0,25 0,20 1,60
1,50 0,50 0,25 0,30 0,30
2,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 0,45 0,45
2,50 1,50 1,50 1,50 0,60 0,60
3,00 2,00 2,00 2,00 2,00 0,80 0,80
4,00 3,00 3,00 3,00 3,00 1,20 1,20 1,20
5,00 4,00 4,00 4,00 4,00 1,50 1,50 1,50
6,00 5,50 5,50 5,50 5,50 2,00 2,00 2,00 2,00
8,00 8,00 8,00 8,00 8,00 3,00 3,00 3,00 3,00
10,00 11,00 11,00 11,00 11,00 3,50 3,50 3,50 3,50
12,00 14,00 14,00 14,00 14,00 4,50 4,50 4,50 450
15,00 18,00 18,00 18,00 18,00 5,50 5,50 5,50 5,50

1) Pollution severity 2 is split for impulse voltages up to 1.00 kV (case A) or 1.20 kV (case B).

These values apply for printed circuits but deviate from those in IEC Report 664.

Dimensioning of clearance

and creepage distances to

VDE 0110/Apr 1997 (IEC Report
664-1) “Insulation coordination
for electrical equipment in low-
voltage systems”

The provisions for insulation
coordination result in the following
relationships for dimensioning of
clearance and creepage distances:

¢ Clearances are dimensioned
according to the anticipated
overvoltages taking into account
the ratings of the overvoltage
protection precautions in use
and the anticipated environmental
conditions taking into account the
protective measures taken to prevent
pollution.

Creepage distances are
dimensioned according to the
operating voltage and the
anticipated environmental conditions
taking into account the insulating
materials used and the protective
measures taken to prevent pollution.

Dimensioning of clearances

Decisive for the dimensioning of
clearances are the rated impulse
withstand voltages shown in

table 1, which are derived from the
overvoltage category and the
phase-to-earth voltage depending
on the rated mains voltage (taking into
account all types of supply systems).

The minimum clearances (up to site
altitudes of 2000 m above mean

sea level) are determined from table

2a based on the rated impulse
withstand voltage and the pollution
severity.

Note: Clearances that do not comply
with case A must be subjected to an
impulse withstand voltage test (see
table 2a, footnote 1).



The pollution severity categories
are as follows:

Pollution severity category 1:
No pollution, or only dry, non-
conductive pollution that has no
influence.

Pollution severity category 2:
Non-conductive pollution only;
occasional condensation may cause
temporary conductivity.

Pollution severity category 3:
Conductive pollution, or dry,
non-conductive pollution that is liable
to be rendered conductive through
condensation.

Pollution severity category 4:
Contamination results in constant
conductivity, e.g. caused by conductive
dust, rain or snow.

The following aspects apply to

the overvoltage categories in
accordance with the German standard
DIN VDE 0110-1:

Electrical equipment fed directly from
the low-voltage mains

Specification of a specific overvoltage
category shall be based on the
following:

- Equipment of overvoltage category |
is equipment that is intended to be
connected to the permanent electrical
installation of a building. Measures

to limit transient overvoltages to the
specific level are taken outside the
equipment, either in the permanent
installation or between the permanent
installation and the equipment.

- Equipment of overvoltage category I/
is equipment to be connected to the
permanent electrical installation of a
building.
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Note: Examples of such equipment
are household appliances, portable
tools and similar loads.

- Equipment of overvoltage category Il
is equipment that is part of the
permanent electrical installation and
other equipment where a higher
degree of availability is expected.

Note: Examples of such
equipment are distribution boards,
circuit-breakers, wiring systems
(IEV 826-06-01, including cables,
busbars, junction boxes, switches,

power sockets) in the permanent
installation, and equipment for
industrial use and some other
equipment, e.g. stationary motors
with permanent connections to the
permanent installation.

- Equipment of overvoltage category IV
is for use at or in the proximity of the
incoming supply point of the electrical
installations of buildings upstream of
the main distribution board.

Table 3a: Single-phase 2- or 3-wire AC or DC
systems

Table 3b: 3-phase 3- or 4-wire AC systems

Rated voltage of Voltages for table 4 Rated voltage Voltages for table 4
the power supply For insulation For insulation of the For insulation For insulation
(mains)” phase-to-phase " phase-to-earth power supply  |phase-to-phase ! phase-to-earth "
All systems 3-wire systems, (mains)” All systems 3-phase 3-phase
neutr. point earthing A-wire systems | 3-wire systems
v v v with earthed | unearthed" or
12,5 12,5 - neutral wire?” | phase-garthed
24 25 - v v v v
25 60 63 32 63
30 32 - 110/120/127 125 80 125
42 150**) 160 - 160
48 50 - 208 200 125 200
50**) 220/230/240 250 160 250
60 63 - 300**) 320 - 320
30-60 63 32 380/400/415 400 250 400
100**) 100 - 440 500 250 500
110 125 - 480/500 500 320 500
120 575 630 400 630
150**) 160 - 600**) 630 - 630
220 250 - 660/690 630 400 630
110-220 250 125 720/830 800 500 800
120-240 960 1000 630 1000
300**) 320 - 1000**) 1000 - 1000
220-440 500 250 1) Phase-to-earth insulation levels for unearthed or impedance-earthed systems
600*) 630 - are equal to those of phase-to-phase because the operating voltage to
480-960 1000 500 earth of any phase can, in practice, reach full phase-to-phase voltage.
This is because the actual voltage to earth is determined by the insulation
1000**) 1000 - i and it of each phase to earth; thus, a low (but

1) Phase-to-earth insulation levels for unearthed or impedance-earthed systems
are equal to those of phase-to-phase because the operating voltage to earth
of any phase can, in practice, reach full phase-to-phase voltage. This is
because the actual voltage to earth is d ined by the insulati i
and capacitive reactance of each phase to earth; thus, a low (but acceptable)
insulation resistance of one phase can earth it and raise the other two to full
phase-to-phase voltage to earth.

*

It is assumed that the rated voltage of the electrical equipment is not lower
than the nominal voltage of the power supply.

**) Because of the common changes, the meaning of the ** symbol has not
been used in table 1; i.e. the / symbol indicates a 4-wire 3-phase distribution
system. The lower value is the phase-to-neutral voltage, while the higher
value is the phase-to-phase voltage. Where only one value is indicated, it
refers to 3-wire, 3-phase systems and specifies the value phase-to-phase.
The values given in table 1 are still taken into account in tables 3a and 3b
by the ** symbol.

acceptable) insulation resistance of one phase can earth it and raise the
other two to full phase-to-phase voltage to earth.

~

For electrical equipment for use in both 3-phase 4-wire and 3-phase 3-wire
supplies, earthed and unearthed, use the values for 3-wire systems only.

*

It is assumed that the rated voltage of the electrical equipment is not lower
than the nominal voltage of the power supply.

**) Because of the common changes, the meaning of the ** symbol has not
been used in table 1; i.e. the / symbol indicates a 4-wire 3-phase distribution
system. The lower value is the phase-to-neutral voltage, while the higher
value is the phase-to-phase voltage. Where only one value is indicated, it
refers to 3-wire, 3-phase systems and specifies the value phase-to-phase.
The values given in table 1 are still taken into account in tables 3a and 3b
by the ** symbol.
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Note: Examples of such
equipment are electricity meters,
circuit-breakers and ripple control
units.

Note on application of pollution
severity and overvoltage
categories

The pollution severity and rated
impulse withstand voltage derived
from the overvoltage category are each
specified in this catalogue and are
product-related.

In principle, the dimensioning of
clearance and creepage distances, and
the resulting specification of ratings for
electromechanical products (terminal

Table 4: Minimum creepage distances

blocks, terminal strips, PCB terminals/
connectors) is based on pollution
severity 3 and overvoltage category Il
considering all types of systems.

Dimensioning of creepage
distances

Decisive for dimensioning of creepage
distances are the rated voltages derived
from the system voltages of the
power supply for the respective type
of supply system in conjunction with
the pollution severity (classification,
see “Clearances”) and the insulating
material used.

Taking into account tables 3a and 3b
and the CTI (Comparative Tracking

Index) of the insulating material, the
minimum creepage distances are
determined from table 4.

The insulating materials are subdivided
into four groups according to their CTI

(Comparative Tracking Index):

Insulating material

| 600 = CTI

Il 400 = CTI <600

Il a 175 < CTI <400

Il b 100 = CTI< 175

Creepage di inmm
Printed circuits Other electrical
Rated voltage )
Pollution severity Pollution severity
Uyortl 1 2 1 2 3 4
inV Insulating mat. | Insulating mat. | Insulating mat. Insulating material group | material group Insul material group
2) 3) 2) | Il 1l | I 4 | 1 4

10 0,025 0,04 0,08 0,40 0,40 0,40 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,60 1,60 1,60

12,5 0,025 0,04 0,09 0,42 0,42 0,42 1,05 1,05 1,05 1,60 1,60 1,60

16 0,025 0,04 0,10 0,45 0,45 0,45 1,10 1,10 1,10 1,60 1,60 1,60

20 0,025 0,04 0,11 0,48 0,48 0,48 1,20 1,20 1,20 1,60 1,60 1,60

25 0,025 0,04 0,125 0,50 0,50 0,50 1,25 1,25 1,25 1,70 1,70 1,70

32 0,025 0,04 0,14 0,53 0,53 0,53 1,30 1,30 1,30 1,80 1,80 1,80

40 0,025 0,04 0,16 0,56 0,80 1,10 140 1,60 1,80 1,90 2,40 3,00

50 0,025 0,04 0,18 0,60 0,85 1,20 1,50 1,70 1,90 2,00 2,50 3,20

63 0,040 0,63 0,20 0,63 0,90 1,25 1,60 1,80 2,00 2,10 2,60 340

80 0,063 0,10 0,22 0,67 0,95 1,30 1,70 1,90 2,10 2,20 2,80 3,60

100 0,10 0,16 0,25 0,71 1,00 1,40 1,80 2,00 2,20 2,40 3,00 3,80

125 0,16 0,25 0,28 0,75 1,05 1,50 1,90 2,10 2,40 2,50 3,20 4,00

160 0,25 0,40 0,32 0,80 1,10 1,60 2,00 2,20 2,50 3,20 4,00 5,00

200 0,40 0,63 042 1,00 140 2,00 2,50 2,80 3,20 4,00 5,00 6,30

250 0,56 1,00 0,56 1,25 1,80 2,50 3,20 3,60 4,00 5,00 6,30 8,00

320 0,75 1,60 0,75 1,60 2,20 3,20 4,00 4,50 5,00 6,30 8,00 10,00

400 1,00 2,00 1,00 2,00 2,80 4,00 5,00 5,60 6,30 8,00 10,00 12,50

500 1,30 2,50 1,30 2,50 3,60 5,00 6,30 7,10 8,00 10,00 12,50 16,00

630 1,80 3,20 1,80 3,20 4,50 6,30 8,00 9,00 10,00 12,50 16,00 20,00

800 2,40 4,00 2,40 4,00 5,60 8,00 10,00 11,00 12,50 16,00 20,00 25,00

1000 3,20 5,00 3,20 5,00 7,10 10,00 12,50 14,00 16,00 20,00 25,00 32,00

2) Insulating materials |, II, llla, lllb
3) Insulating materials |, Il, llla

4) Creepage distances are not determined in this range.

Insulation group Illb is generally not recommended for pollution severity 3 with voltages > 630 V, and is never recommended for pollution severity 4.
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The comparative tracking index must
be determined according to

DIN IEC 112/VDE 0303 part 1 on the
basis of

specially prepared samples with test
solution A.

Slots are taken into account in the
measurement of creepage distances
when their minimum width x is
dimensioned according to the following

table:

Pollution- Minimum
severity width x mm
1 0,25

2 1,0

3 1,56

4 2,5

If the associated clearance is less than
3 mm, the minimum slot width can be
reduced to 1/3 of the clearance.

Clearance and creepage distances

The maximum voltage to be applied to
the connector depends on the distance

between two connections. Clearance

Two distances have to be taken in

account:

¢ Clearance = shortest distance
between two conductive parts
(in air)

* Creepage distance = distance along
surface Pin Insulation

Creepage Distance




Measurement of clearance and creepage distances according to VDE / IEC and UL

Measurement of clearance and creepage distances according to UL

The UL standard distinguishes between listed devices

and registered components. So a component, such as a UL
terminal, is the smallest product unit and, unlike a device, ©
is not given a UL listing, but is registered. Components may LISTED -
e LA

be used as passive elements. In turn, a device consists of
certified components which form a unit. It is an end product
and designed for use as an active component. There are
also different standards and test marks for devices and
components, irrespective of where they are used.

UL therefore sets different requirements for components
and devices. Device connectivity components are subject
to standard UL 1059, which is the accepted safety standard
for terminal blocks and also applies to modular terminal
blocks and plug-in connectors. Both are recognised as
individual components in accordance with UL 1059.

In the final application, the components are then assessed
and approved in conjunction with a device.

There is also device approval in line with UL 6 1800-5-1:
the standard for Adjustable Speed Electrical Power Drive
Systems -Part 5-1: Safety Requirements - Electrical, Thermal
and Energy” which applies to controlled power electronics
drives.

Guideline: relationship between approvals

White Paper UL:
Component type test - Clearance and creepage distance www.weidmueller.com/whitepaper
We share our expertise: Find out detailed
information and interesting facts about trend
topics in the field of device connectivity in our
Whitepaper section.

Terminal Blocks

UL 508 / 508C
 / o Industrial Controls/

<«——  exception Power Conversion _
Waidmdiler ==

Yes Alternative for PCB Components Yes Equipment

UL 508A A iy

- exception No Industrial Control
Panels -
Yes Yes
uL 2011
< exception il Fac!OTY Automation
Equipment

v
NEC - National Electrical Code



https://www.weidmueller.com/whitepaper

https://www.weidmueller.com/whitepaper
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The diagram below shows the approach or procedure for UL approvals
from the component to the installation of a production system.

The UL 1059 standard distinguishes application groups for connection systems, i.e. for terminals and plug-in connectors, and
gives a dedicated description of the requirements for clearance and creepage distances. Industrial requirements are specified
for ,Use Group” C and/or D.

Operating elements, ;88 }g %
consoles, etc. 600 254 5[]:8

150
c Industrial, general 300 .
600 95 12.7

Connection technology for the 601 - 1000 14 21.6
600 V...1500 V voltage range 1001 - 1500 17.8
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OMNIMATE® Services

You develop connection systems for PCBs and devices based on the final
application. Our specialists will gladly provide you with really concrete support
with your design-in process, with expertise, advice and a range of useful services.

Our design-in application specialists know your working environment
intimately and will support you from the specifications stage right through to
series production of your individual solution. Not only will you benefit from

our OMNIMATE® services such as the application and product based search
functionality or the unparalleled 72-hour sample service for your free design-in
samples; you'll also have access to a wide range of additional services designed
to make your day-to-day work quicker, easier and more professional.

72-hour sample service

Just order your design-in samples,
quickly and easily. Make the most of
the free 72-hour sample service for

OMNIMATE®. Wherever you're situated,

we always keep our word and deliver
your samples to the desired location
within 72 hours.

Component library for
electronic PCB design

Switching symbols and the painstaking
creation of footprints are now things
of the past. We offer extensive
component libraries of OMNIMATE®
PCB terminals and PCB conectors for a
wide range of different EDA systems.
Simply download and import the data
set and you're ready to go.

Webinars on practical issues

Exciting online seminars on relevant
issues relating to device connection
systems will help you with the
practical aspects of your project. All
webinar services are free of charge.
You can find out dates, topics and
presenters quickly and easily using the
corresponing webcode.

)

PARTcommunity

CAD models in the
Part Community

CAD models for our OMNIMATE®

PCB connection systems can be found
in one of the industry's most important
online forums. The "Part Community"
allows engineers and technicians

to trade knowledge on technical
topics in all fields. The Community's
online catalogue contains the exact
dimensions and all other relevant data
for our products.

Whitepaper

We share our expertise: Find out
detailed information and interesting
facts about trend topics in the field of
device connectivity in our Whitepaper
section.

Technical information

The OMNIMATE® device connection
methodology is highly flexible, ensuring
your application requirements are

met. The more familiar you are with

it, the easier it is to find the optimum
component.


https://www.weidmueller.com/whitepaper
https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-services
https://b2b.partcommunity.com
https://www.weidmueller.com/eda
https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-services
https://www.weidmueller.com/webinar
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24/7 Online-Services

The right know-how at any time, helpful
support and reliable services for your device
development.

www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-services

TCO Calculator

Determine the savings potential with
device connection technology and
services from Weidmiiller using the
total cost of ownership - from device
development and PCB assembly to
installation in the electrical cabinet.

Safe and easy product handling

A QR code on the product and the
outer packaging leads directly to the
corresponding handling video. The
individual installation steps can be
followed directly during processing.

AppGuide

With the "Search based on your device"
function, we have put ourselves in

the position of the device developer
and recommend a small selection of
precisely fitting products for different
devices and their functional units.

On-site advice by
application specialists

We develop connection systems

for PCBs and devices based on the
application. And if you can involve us
in your development at an early stage -
even better. As part of our personal on-
site customer consultancy service, our
application specialists will meet with
your technicians to discuss questions
and problems relating to your project.

ProductGuide

With the function "Search based on
products" we offer an efficient possibility
to narrow down your product search
step by step by means of a simplified
representation of the connection
technology in the installation state.

e B

Ready-to-connect cables for every
requirement

From pre-assembled cabling solutions to
bespoke special cables, ensuring reliable
and efficient connections is a challenging
task. We support you with our demand-
oriented assembly services to handle
even the most complex of cabling tasks.


https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-services
https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-services
https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-services
https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-services
https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate40
https://www.weidmueller.com/omnimate-handling
https://www.weidmueller.com/connectorguide
https://www.weidmueller.com/appguide

As experienced experts we support our customers and partners around the world
with products, solutions and services in the industrial environment of power,
signal and data. We are at home in their industries and markets and know the

technological challenges of tomorrow. We are therefore continuously developing
innovative, sustainable and useful solutions for their individual needs. Together we
set standards in Industrial Connectivity.

We cannot guarantee that there are no mistakes in the
publications or software provided by us to the customer for the
purpose of making orders. We try our best to quickly correct
errors in our printed media.

All orders are based on our general terms of delivery, which can
be reviewed on the websites of our group companies where you
place your order. On demand we can also send the general terms
of delivery to you.

Weidmiiller Interface GmbH & Co. KG
Klingenbergstralle 26
32758 Detmold, Germany

T +495231 140 Personal support can
F +49 5231 14-292083 be found on our website:
www.weidmueller.com www.weidmueller.com/contact
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